
 

  



The St. Peter Care Ministries include our 
 Church Visitation Deacons and Care Ministry Callers.   

 
The Purpose of Church Deacons 

 

In the early Christian Church, we are told that the number 
of disciples was increasing and that the apostles needed 
help in serving many of the widows of the church (Acts 6:1-
6).  They chose seven deacons who were full of the Spirit 
and had wisdom to assist the apostles.    
 
Similarly, the St. Peter pastors and congregation needs 
assistance in caring for its souls, and have selected several 
men to serve as deacons.  Their role is to visit the sick, the 
homebound, the widows and widowers and the disabled in 
our faith community.  They will listen to and comfort the 
members, shared God’s Word, pray with them and offer 
Holy Communion. 
 
This weekend, we celebrate the commissioning of these 
men in the care ministry for our church. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
Meet the Deacons 

 
 
Dale Dippon 
Dale was born and raised in Hammond, Indiana 
and attended St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Hammond and grades kindergarten 
through eighth grade at the school. He completed 
his BS degree in Building Construction and 
Contracting at Purdue University. Dale is 
employed with the Illinois Department of 
Transportation as a Senior Resident Technician. 
Dale joined St. Peter Lutheran Church when he 
moved back into the Chicago area in 1984 and 
he met his wife Linda through the Single Adult Ministry.  They have a daughter Kayla 
who attended St. Peter Lutheran school and is now studying to be a nurse at 
Concordia University in Wisconsin.  
 
Dale has served as an usher, elder, communion assistant and was part of the 
Evangelism Explosion program. During the Joining Jesus On His Mission, he began 
to consider other opportunities to serve which led to him to service in the Deacon 
Ministry.  Dale enjoys praying with those he is visiting and bringing of comfort to 
them by sharing God’s word. 
 
 

Rev. Paul Klopke 
Deacon Supervisor and Visitation Coach 

After serving as sole pastor at Living Christ 
Lutheran Church in north Arlington Heights for 
over 15 years, Paul has joined our team part-
time to help lead our seniors and special needs 
ministries. He has responsibility over the St. 
Peter care ministry and leads volunteers in the 
visitation and support of others.  He also serves 
part-time with Voice of Care, helping lead 
congregations in our area to better serve those 
with special needs in our communities. His wife, 
Julie, also serves on our staff. Together, they 
have two grown children, Philip and Jillian.  

 
 



 

 
 
 

Henry Kogler 
Henry was Music Director at St. Peter until retirement 
in 2016. His house keeps busy with his wife (Karen), 
mother (Marcia), and lots of friends and family coming 
to visit Grandma. Karen also works at St. Peter and 
Henry serves as part-time organist at Immanuel, Des 
Plaines. Henry and Karen enjoy being with their sons 
Dan (Detroit) and Ken (St. Louis), traveling, reading 
books, hiking in state and national parks, camping in 
their little trailer. He enjoys talking with people, hearing 
their stories, and sharing Jesus with them, which 

makes being a Deacon a good volunteer fit.  

 
 
Dick Larson 
Dick was raised in Roselle, IL and attended Trinity 
Lutheran school.  His wife, Annette, also attended a 
Lutheran grade school they are dedicated to the 
support of churches that include a school in their 
overall ministry.  They are graduates of Valparaiso 
University and Dick spent most of his career in sales 
and marketing. 
 
Dick and Anette moved to Luther Village in 2012 and 
with the proximity of St. Peter and its school, it was 
an easy decision to join St. Peter.  Dick and Anette have always been active 
members in several Lutheran churches during our 64 years of marriage.  He has 
served as congregation president, school board chairman, stewardship, and elder. 
They are also trained Stephen Ministers and Eucharistic Ministers providing devotion 
and communion to shut-ins within the congregation. These experiences led Dick to 
consider being a part of this new Deacon Ministry at St. Peter. 
 
 

 
 
 



 

Dave Moss 
Dave has lived in Palatine with his wife Clarisse 
for 34 years.  They have two grown children: Matt 
who is an LCMS Pastor in the Minneapolis area 
and Abigail who is a Family Life and Youth 
Director for an LCMS church in Tampa.  Dave has 
been a life-long member of St. Peter and attended 
the school himself as did Matt and Abigail.  
Clarisse has been a member at St. Peter, where 
they met, for 40 years.  Dave was employed in the 
IT area for 35 years but has been retired more 
than 5 years.  Dave and Clarisse have been 
involved in many different ministries here at St. 

Peter over the years.  They both currently volunteer at St. Peter’s PADS ministry and 
are involved with a life group on Sunday mornings.  Dave is also involved as a 
Worship Assistant and now this Deacon visitation ministry.  Dave is using his time 
now to focus on helping others grow in their faith while working with the Arlington 
Heights men’s Bible Study Fellowship Group as well as volunteering with a local 
hospice visitation team.   
 
 

 
John Sommerfeld 
John was raised in the Lutheran Church and has 
been a member of St. Peter since 1977.  He has 
been involved in various Ministries and currently 
serve as a Reader, Communion Assistant and now 
in the Deacon Visitation Ministry.  For several years 
he has attended the Men’s Friday Morning 
Breakfast Bible Study at the Uptown Café in 
Arlington Heights.  
 
It was at St. Peter that John met his wife Debbie.  

She is a lifelong member of St. Peter and they have been married since 1991.  John 
and Debbie have two adult sons: Daniel and Jeremy (“Jerry”).  Debbie, Dan and 
Jerry are all alumni of St. Peter School. Some of John’s interests are reading, Bible 
Study, hiking and woodworking. John considers it an honor to be asked to assist our 
Pastors in visiting those who are hospitalized or homebound and trusts that this 
experience will give him a more compassionate heart for others. 

 
 
 



The Care Ministry Team 
 
The Care Ministry volunteers contribute to our church 
mission of leading people to a full life in Christ by providing 
personal follow up on caring visits initially made by the 
pastors and deacons.  They demonstrate their care 
primarily through phone calls, although personal visits are 
made when appropriate. They provide a caring ear to 
listen, comfort and help with spiritual needs, such as taking 
prayer requests, suggesting resource support, and making 
appointments for additional pastor/deacon/lay calls and 
visitations.  The following people are a part of our St. Peter 
Care team. 
 

Meet the Care Ministry Volunteers 
 
 
Carla Heimsoth 
Point leader and Administer in the follow-up of the sick 
and homebound 
 

 
 
 
 
Kay Westcott 
Care Caller for the grieving; offering additional support, 
encouragement, and prayer 

 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
Mary Jane Gaza 
Senior Adult Ministry Caller 
 

 
 
 
 
Marilyn Dietz 
Senior Adult Ministry Caller 

 
 
 
 
 
Nancy Dodge 
Senior Adult Ministry Caller 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   Nancy Pasiuk 
   Senior Adult Ministry Caller 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Margie Schuman 
Senior Adult Ministry Caller 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 

 
For more information about the  

Care Ministries: 
 

Rev. Paul Klopke 
847-387-8790 

pklopke@fulllifeinchrist.org 
 

 
 

fulllifeinchrist.org/care 
 


